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NOTES  

The SEEDING project online local event in Ireland was hosted and co-organised by the Irish Social 

Enterprise Network and Method Consultants (the Irish experts to the SEEDING project). The event was 

organised online and of course with free admission open to public after registration. There were 90 

registrations and a total of 47 participants on Zoom.  

The event goal was to inspire Irish social enterprise actors by outlining the context of digitalisation for 

social enterprises and to present case studies (one of which was the Seeding case study). Participants 

included social enterprises, national networks and advocacy organisations for social enterprise and the 

community/ voluntary sector, policy-makers, community organisations, local development 

organisations, enterprise agencies and academics.  

The event lasted 90 minutes. Chris Gordon, CEO, ISEN introduced the event, Dr Gerard Doyle (TU 

Dublin and Method Consultants) chaired. The speakers were Professor Theo Lynn, Dublin City 

University; Tanya Lalor, Method Consultants; John Evoy, Manager GrowRemote; and Davie Philip, 

WeCreate.  John Murphy, CEO Speedpak chaired the discussion. Melinda gave an input at the end of the 

event to introduce current events in the SEEDING project.  

Below is a brief outline of speakers input: 

Chris Gordon, CEO Irish Social Enterprise Network (ISEN) and host of the event introduced the session 

and its format and welcomed participants. The ISEN is the national network of social enterprises in 

Ireland. https://www.socent.ie/  

Dr Gerard Doyle (Technological University Dublin and Method) chaired the event and spoke about the 

developments in social enterprise in Ireland – Ireland launched its first national social enterprise policy 

in 2019 and this has been a very positive development for the sector.  

Professor Theo Lynn (Dublin City University) spoke about research he has recently undertaken among 

small and medium sized enterprises (SMEs) in rural communities in Ireland and the extent to which 

they have embraced digitalisation. 

mailto:diesis@diesis.coop
https://www.socent.ie/
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Tanya Lalor (Method Consultants) spoke about some of the thinking on the implications of digitalisation 

in labour market terms in Ireland, related risks and potential impacts, and an overview of the industrial 

relations context in Ireland and its capacity to address these issues.    

John Evoy, Manager GrowRemote, outlined the opportunities that digitalisation presents and provided 

an outline of GrowRemote, a social enterprise which focuses on facilitating and supporting remote 

working in Ireland. Ireland’s national rural development strategy has placed an emphasis on the 

potential of remote working to support rural communities. https://growremote.ie/  

Davie Philip, Coordinator of the Open Food Hub in the WeCreate Enterprise centre (WeCreate is a 

SEEDING case study) described the work of the Open Food Hub, which is developing sustainable routes 

to market for small producers through the utilisation of a user-owned, digital-market platform. 

http://wecreate.ie/  

John Murphy, CEO Speedpak (a SEEDING case study) chaired the discussion that followed. This 

discussion focused on the importance of policy-makers, training, education and the social enterprise 

sector in ensuring access to the labour market of the future. The importance of life-long learning to 

ensure equity of access to future labour market was emphasised. However, the scale of the 

digitalisation issue was noted. https://speedpak.ie/  

Melinda Keleman, Coordinator SEEDING (Senior Expert, Labour Market, Diesis network) provided an 

overview of the SEEDING project and its current and forthcoming activities, events and publications. 

https://seedingproject.eu/  
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